
Knighton Wild Annual General Meeting 2018 

Chair’s report  

Introductory comments 
2017-18 was a busy year for Knighton Wild as we established our presence in the area with a 

programme of practical work, wildlife recording, visits to our green spaces and a series of meetings 

and talks.   

As Chair I would like to thank my fellow committee members for their hard work and commitment. 

Patrick Holligan, formerly church warden at St Mary’s has been especially supportive as we took on 

responsibility for the wildlife area of the churchyard.  The City Council has also provided a wide 

range of support including finance from the ward community budget and advice and encouragement 

from a range of officers. 

Membership 
Membership has stayed stable at 27 – individual members totalled 14 with the balance being 

family/household memberships. 

Events and activities 
Knighton Wild carried out a full programme of events and activities over the year. 

Talks included: 

• Bird Identification  

• Wildlife Photography –  Getting Closer 

• The Secrets of Plant Galls 

• From Black to Green: Coalpits to Treetops 

• Urban Buzz Leicester 

• Moth Breakfast 

• Wildlife in Knighton 

• Leicestershire’s Woodlands – Past, Present and Future (with SKCE) 

Visits and walks included: 

• Bioblitz at Washbrook Allotments 

• Moth Breakfast with the County Recorder for Moths 

• Washbrook Nature Park 

• Knighton Park – bryophytes, bird identification and LCC Bioblitz 

Practical work included: 

St Mary’s churchyard – this is the first full year that Knighton Wild has worked with the church and 

City Council to maintain the wildlife area of the churchyard. The council reduced its mowing and 



strimming to a single cut in September and Knighton Wild members removed the arisings to 

encourage wildflower re-growth.  A group working with Nicky used traditional methods to lay the 

native hedge on Brinsmead Rd to thicken the hedge up. A dead hedge was created from the brash in 

the green space opposite the church to provide habitat for insects. Nesting boxes for a range of 

small birds were put up in trees throughout the churchyard to replace ones that had been installed a 

number of years ago.  Finally, the work in the churchyard is part of the Council and RHS Its Your 

Neighbourhood Scheme and the local assessor visited us to look at our progress and awarded us 

Level 3 advancing 

Washbrook Nature Park – members of Knighton Wild joined the City Council volunteer team to 

carry out work on the pond area to remove accumulated debris and invasive plants. 

Looking forward 
We are planning a varied programme of events and activities over the coming year.  Perhaps the 

most challenging is to develop and take forward a crowdfunding proposal for the green space 

between Kenwood Rd and Kingsmead Rd.  We also need to increase and deepen membership, 

especially drawing on local talents and skills to develop particular aspects of our work.  We would 

particularly value someone who could take on a communications role on the committee. 

 

John Crookes, May 2018 

 

Agenda  
1. Welcome, introductions and apologies 

2. Minutes of the AGM 24th May 2017 

3. Chair’s Report 

4. Treasurer’s Report 

5. Election of Committee 

6. AOB 

7. Speaker: Sally Cunningham, Ecological Gardening 

 


